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murder Elizabeth. Mary may have replied, agree-
ing. Later she was to deny this, but quite possibly
she did so. In any case she knew all about the plot,
and in the eyes of the law to know about it and
not denounce it made her an " accessory ", and
therefore guilty of treason. Walsingham and the
ministers waited carefully until they had enough
evidence. The plotters wrote freely, never dreaming
that all their letters were read by the government.
When they had committed themselves hopelessly
Walsingham struck. He produced all the evidence.
Ballard and Babington were arrested, tried, found
guilty as was obvious, and were put to death.
The nation clamoured for Mary to be brought to
trial. Everyone knew beyond doubt that so long
as Mary lived, so long would these plots be
formed. If William of Orange had been success-
fully murdered, who could doubt but that sooner
or later some fanatic, not caring if he lost his own
Jlife, would attack the Queen. The only way to
end all this was to remove the person who would
gain by Elizabeth's death.
So Mary was accused and put on her trial. At
first she refused to plead, saying that a Queen
could not be tried. Indeed, she raised a point
whieh lawyers cannot decide on to this day* She
was not an English subject, and as a foreign
sovereign could not be tried by Englishmen.
But these objections were swept aside and, faced
with trial, she agreed to answer her accusers.
She declared herself innocent, and denied that she